
From: Prem Prakash <ppkgmsy@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 01, 2022 7:38 AM 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com>; Kathleen Ramsay 
<KRamsay@townofmiddlebury.org> 
Subject: airport 
 
Good morning, Brian, Kathleen, 
 
Below is something I drew up which, as Brian said, could be distributed to the Selectboard. It 
ended up being kind of long. If it's easier, I can send it to you as a Word document. 
 
Thank you! 
Prem Prakash 
 
Dear Selectboard Members, 
 
I read the recent letter addressed to you by a small contingent of neighbors claiming to 
represent MANA and the larger community regarding airport matters. Based on how I 
was portrayed, I thought I should write before you consider taking up tar and feathers 
against me! My intention is partially to address how I was presented (not including 
correcting the spelling of my name) as it's unpleasant to be described like that in what is 
now public record. More so, I hope to encourage you to speak with those who have 
been doing the actual work on airport issues, determine if what I write is accurate, then 
form your own conclusions.  
 
In the letter, you may have read that I did not fulfill my duties to adequately 
communicate with my neighbors and, in addition, failed to convey their opinions to you 
when Nick Artim, Eugene Roy, and I spoke before you on July 12th.  
 
First, I went back through my emails only as far as June 1, and I counted that I sent 194 
emails to the group and various individual members in those six weeks leading up to the 
presentation of the Master Plan and my speaking at the Selectboard meeting. This does 
not include the large number I sent to Michele Boomhower and Nick Artim, asking them 
to help me better understand certain technical issues and communication protocols so I 
could convey them to the group. Many of the messages I sent are long and detailed; my 
intention was to make sure all the relevant information got into everyone’s hands. I 
guess I can accept it was boring, but I’m surprised it could be claimed, “he had not yet 
spoken with any of us.” 
 
Second, when I spoke before you, I addressed the four issues which we neighbors 
originally identified as our concerns: sustaining the B-1 classification, no runway 
extension, no obtrusive lights, aquifer protection. As I said, these are all are detailed 
positively in the Master Plan. In June, the draft of the Master Plan was made public, 
posted on both the VTrans and Middlebury web sites. As soon as the Plan was made 
public (including to me), I sent everyone the links to ensure they could read it.  
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I identified these four issues to the group as positive developments. Several members 
of MANA cheered this as achieving the goals we had put forth. The only other thing I 
received was a group email from the letter’s primary author, that concluded “...the 
direction of the state’s plans – which seems aimed at expanding our small airport into 
something much bigger, regardless of the impact it has on the health, quality of life, and 
character of our neighbors and neighborhood.”  
 
I wrote to her and the whole group, quoting this, asking what would cause this concern 
to anyone, and asking for any specific objections in the Master Plan so I could be aware 
of these prior to speaking to you. I received zero replies. I mean that literally, zero. 
There was no further call for a meeting, and the only information I had was what was 
available to everyone in the public documents. It’s tough to appreciate how it can be 
claimed, “we had not had a MANA meeting to consider the new information he may 
have gathered, prior to his making this statement.” 
 

The Master Plan truly is favorable to the airport remaining a small, community-based 
facility with full environmental protections. That’s really the bottom line, and there is no 
need to take my opinion for this. Go ahead and slog through the document. My family 
and I have lived a couple hundred yards from the airport for 21 years, and plan on many 
more. If there was cause for alarm, I’d be sounding it.  
 
A number of us involved in advocating on behalf of the neighborhood concerns are 
celebrating the success of our efforts in establishing the Communications Team and 
with the Master Plan. We are surprised at the continuing generalized angst shown by 
others. I’m not sure when or why the goalposts have been moved. There are a number 
of names on the letter you received. It is a small percentage compared to the number of 
residents, supporters, and business owners in East Middlebury and the larger Town of 
Middlebury. Satisfied folks didn’t sign the letter. Again, don’t take my word for it, talk to 
people around Town and, perhaps, visit the airport for yourselves.  
 
Finally, I had to resign my position of leadership with the group because I could not, with 
integrity, continue to represent this vocal but, perhaps, less than informed minority. 
Throughout this process, I have truly tried my best to become more knowledgeable by 
reading the documentation, speaking with those outside our neighborhood circle -- such 
as pilots, business owners, and water control officers -- and respect those who may 
disagree with me on issues, trusting they are acting in their own good faith. Life is too 
darn brief and precious for me to change this latter commitment. I reached a point 
where it was clear my communication efforts were considered suspect, rather than an 
effort to become educated and reach across the aisle, and the values I hold are not 
shared. I’m not suggesting you get in the middle of a family spat, I just want a bit of 
clarification as to why I stepped aside since that, too, was mentioned in the letter.  
 
I was going to let this whole thing pass by and not write to you. I decided to do so, 
however, because we live in a small Town and we’re likely to bump into each other. I 
guess I just want to try my best to communicate what has really been taking place, at 
least from my perspective. Again, I encourage you to read the Master Plan, speak with 
those who have been doing the heavy lifting for all these months, and meet with those 



who actually use and work at the airport. This way, if you do end up thinking of me as 
some kind of scoundrel, it will be based on my own, um, qualifications, not just because 
of something written about me by others.  
 
I know you are all very busy, thank you for your time. 
 
Yours, 
Prem Prakash 
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